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also met his wonderful wife the former 
Celeste Aida Adams of Dayton, OH. 

Next up for Vern was an assignment 
at Misawa Air Base Japan where he 
worked in the 432nd Tactical Fighter 
Wing. Vern’s leadership abilities shined 
through as he performed a wide variety 
of cost and management analyses while 
also serving as the wing’s budget offi-
cer. For his efforts he was named Best 
Base Level Cost Officer of 1986 and in 
1988 was the Pacific Air Force’s nomi-
nee to Ten Outstanding Young Men of 
America. 

Upon completing 4 years in Japan, 
Vern once again answered the call to 
duty and moved to Hickam Air Force 
Base, HI, in June of 1990. There he 
joined the Pacific Air Force Head-
quarters staff as lead analyst for the 
command’s flying hours, ranges and 
training programs. He also served there 
as Chief of the mission support section, 
overseeing civilian pay, civil engineer-
ing, and communications and base sup-
port programs. 

Following subsequent assignments at 
the Pentagon, Seymour Johnson AFB 
and Headquarters AFMC, Lieutenant 
Colonel Simmons returned to Wash-
ington, DC, where he assumed the du-
ties in the Budget and Appropriations 
Liaison Division for congressional mat-
ters. It was during this assignment 
that my staff and I came to know and 
rely on Vern. As a Senator from a 
State with three diverse Air Force 
bases, it is critical that I have the 
most current and reliable information 
about policies affecting the airmen and 
women from my State. Vern always 
came through for me and my staff. 
Whether sacrificing his own time to 
travel with us to Cannon, Holloman or 
Kirtland Air Force Base, or providing 
us with important answers to questions 
concerning the Air Force budget, Vern 
was always extremely professional, 
courteous and responsive. Indeed, LTC 
Vern Simmons has been a friend to my 
office, and I consider him a credit to 
the uniform of the U.S. Air Force. 

Now, as Vern moves on to a new ca-
reer, I wish the best for him, Celeste 
and their two children, Alessandra and 
Chad. It is with great pleasure that I 
recognize him and his accomplish-
ments. LTC Vernon Simmons, I thank 
you for a job well done. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL LON PRIBBLE 

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
wish to recognize and pay tribute to 
LTC Lon Pribble, Deputy Chief of the 
Army Senate Liaison Division, Office 
of the Chief of Legislative Liaison who 
will retire on 30 August 2005. Lieuten-
ant Colonel Pribble’s career spans over 
22 years during which he has distin-
guished himself as a soldier, leader and 
friend of the U.S. Senate. 

A native of Kansas, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Pribble graduated from the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1983 and was com-
missioned as a lieutenant in the Armor 
Branch of the U.S. Army. During his 

career he commanded at the platoon 
and company levels where he ably 
trained and led America’s soldiers at 
home and overseas. In Kirchgoens, Ger-
many he commanded D Company and 
Headquarters and Headquarters Com-
pany 2nd Battalion 32nd Armor Regi-
ment. He served in Southwest Asia as 
an Intelligence and Operations Officer 
with the 503rd Forward Support Bat-
talion during Desert Shield/Desert 
Storm. Lieutenant Colonel Pribble also 
served in staff and instructor positions 
in the United States at the National 
Training Center at Fort Irwin, CA, and 
the Army Staff Management College at 
Fort Belvoir, VA. Prior to assuming 
his current duties he served as a U.S. 
Army Military fellow for the U.S. Sen-
ate and a congressional liaison for the 
House of Representatives. Since Janu-
ary 2003 Lon Pribble has served with 
distinction as the Deputy Chief, Army 
Senate Liaison Division where he has 
superbly represented the Chief of Leg-
islative Liaison, the Chief of Staff of 
the Army and the Secretary of the 
Army, as well as promoting the inter-
ests of soldiers, their families and ci-
vilians of the Army. His profes-
sionalism, mature judgment, sage ad-
vice and interpersonal skills have 
earned him the respect and confidence 
of Members of Congress and congres-
sional staffers with whom he has 
worked on a multitude of issues. In 
over 5 years on Capitol Hill, Lon 
Pribble has been a true friend of the 
U.S. Senate and the Congress. Serving 
as one the Army’s primary points of 
contact for Senators and their staff he 
has assisted the Congress in under-
standing Army policies, actions and re-
quirements. As a result he and the 
Army Senate Liaison staff have been 
extremely successful in providing 
prompt, coordinated and factual replies 
to all inquiries and matters involving 
Army issues. In addition he has pro-
vided invaluable assistance to Members 
and their staff while planning, coordi-
nating and accompanying Senate dele-
gations on official travel to numerous 
countries worldwide. His substantive 
knowledge of the key issues, keen leg-
islative insight and ability to effec-
tively advise senior members of the 
Army leadership directly contributed 
to the successful representation of the 
Army’s interests before Congress. 

Throughout his career, LTC Lon 
Pribble has demonstrated his profound 
commitment to our Nation, his selfless 
service to the Army, a deep concern for 
soldiers and their families and dedica-
tion to excellence. Lieutenant Colonel 
Pribble is a consummate professional 
whose performance in over 22 years of 
service has personified those traits of 
courage, competency and integrity 
that our Nation has come to expect 
from its professional Army officers. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Lieutenant Colonel Pribble 
for his honorable service to the people 
and the Army of the United States. We 
wish him and his family Godspeed and 
all the best in the future.∑ 

BRIDGEWATER, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
offer my congratulations to the town 
of Bridgewater, located in McCook 
County, SD. The town will celebrate 
the 125th anniversary of its founding 
this year. 

The town was originally named Na-
tion City for its founders, Robert and 
John B. Nation. However, it was re-
named Bridgewater and moved to the 
northern side of the railroad tracks in 
1880. 

Once again, I congratulate Bridge-
water on their anniversary and wish 
them the best of luck in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

STICKNEY, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Stickney, SD. The town of 
Stickney will celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of its founding this year. 

Located in Aurora County, the land 
for Stickney was turned over to John 
O. Wallace and officially became a 
town on August 17, 1905. The town is 
named for the oldest railroad agent in 
the United States, John B. Stickney. 

I offer my congratulations to 
Stickney on their anniversary and I 
wish them continued prosperity in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 1:02 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3071. An act to permit the individuals 
currently serving as Executive Director, 
Deputy Executive Directors, and General 
Counsel of the Office of Compliance to serve 
one additional term. 

At 2:47 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3058. An act making appropriations 
for the Departments of Transportation, 
Treasury, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, District of Columbia, 
and independent agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3058. An act making appropriations 
for the Departments of Transportation, 
Treasury, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, District of Columbia, 
and independent agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2006, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 
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H.R. 748. An act to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to prevent the transportation of 
minors in circumvention of certain laws re-
lating to abortion, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 
The following bills were read the first 

time: 
S. 1374. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-

curity Act of 2002 to provide for a border pre-
paredness pilot program on Indian land. 

S. 1375. A bill to amend the Indian Arts and 
Crafts Act of 1990 to modify provisions relat-
ing to criminal proceedings and civil actions, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2853. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal 
Year 2006 Funding for Department of Home-
land Security Counternarcotics Activities’’; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2854. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, two semiannual reports which 
were prepared separately by both the Treas-
ury Department’s Office of Inspector General 
and Inspector General for Tax Administra-
tion for the period ended March 31, 2005; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2855. A communication from the Chair-
man, Broadcasting Board of Governors, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Semi-
annual Report of the Office of the Inspector 
General for the period of October 1, 2004 
through March 31, 2005; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2856. A communication from the Fed-
eral Co-Chair, Appalachian Regional Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
semiannual report of the Office of Inspector 
General for the period September 30, 2004, 
through March 31, 2005; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2857. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Physicians’ Comparability Allowance 
Program Fiscal Year 2005’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

EC–2858. A communication from the Chair-
man and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Cred-
it Administration, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Inspector General’s Semiannual Re-
port and the Semiannual Management Re-
port on the Status of Audits for the period of 
October 1, 2004 through March 31, 2005; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–2859. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department’s Inspector General 
Report for the period October 1, 2004 through 
March 31, 2005; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–2860. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Department’s Fiscal Year 2006 
Annual Performance Plan; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–2861. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Communications and Legis-

lative Affairs, Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Commission’s Annual Report on 
the Federal Work Force for Fiscal Year 2004; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2862. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Fiscal Year 
2004 Prescription Drug User Fee Act Finan-
cial Report; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2863. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Dental Devices; Reclassifica-
tion of Tricalcium Phosphate Granules and 
Classification of Other Bone Grafting Mate-
rial for Dental Bone Repair’’ (Docket No. 
2002P–0520) received on June 23, 2005; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–2864. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal 
Policy for the Protection of Human Sub-
jects’’ received on June 22, 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–2865. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Division of Policy, Planning and Pro-
gram Development, Office of Federal Con-
tract Compliance Programs, Department of 
Labor, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Affirmative Action 
and Nondiscrimination Obligations of Con-
tractors and Subcontractors; Compliance 
Evaluations in ALL OFCCP Programs’’ (RIN 
1215–AB28, 1215–AB27, 1215–AB23) received on 
June 23, 2005; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2866. A communication from the Polit-
ical Personnel and Advisory Communication 
Management Specialist, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, reports relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
for Public Health and Science, received on 
June 23, 2005; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2867. A communication from the Polit-
ical Personnel and Advisory Communication 
Management Specialist, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, reports relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
for Planning and Evaluation, received on 
June 23, 2005; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2868. A communication from the Polit-
ical Personnel and Advisory Communication 
Management Specialist, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, received on June 23, 
2005; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2869. A communication from the Polit-
ical Personnel and Advisory Communication 
Management Specialist, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Commissioner, Food 
and Drug Administration, received on June 
23, 2005; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2870. A communication from the Polit-
ical Personnel and Advisory Communication 
Management Specialist, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Administrator, Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services, re-
ceived on June 23, 2005; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2871. A communication from the Polit-
ical Personnel and Advisory Communication 

Management Specialist, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Deputy Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, received on 
June 23, 2005; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2872. A communication from the Polit-
ical Personnel and Advisory Communication 
Management Specialist, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Director, Indian 
Health Service, received on June 23, 2005; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–2873. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), De-
partment of Defense, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to a study to deter-
mine the feasibility of constructing a project 
for flood damage reduction in Southwest 
Valley, Bernalillo County, New Mexico; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2874. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; State of Colorado; 
State Implementation Plan Correction’’ 
(FRL No. 7931–7) received on June 28, 2005; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2875. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Minnesota’’ (FRL No. 
7931–2) received on June 28, 2005; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2876. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Spokane PM10 Non-
attainment Area Limited Maintenance Plan 
and Redesignation Request’’ (FRL No. 7927–2) 
received on June 28, 2005; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2877. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Correction to the California State Imple-
mentation Plan, South Coast Air Quality 
Management District’’ (FRL No. 7932–3) re-
ceived on June 28, 2005; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2878. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Deletion of Methyl Ethyl Ketone; Toxic 
Chemical Release Reporting; Community 
Right-to-Know’’ (FRL No. 7532–5) received on 
June 28, 2005; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–2879. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘National Emission Standards for Hazardous 
Air Pollutants: Miscellaneous Organic Chem-
ical Manufacturing’’ (FRL No. 7932–2) re-
ceived on June 28, 2005; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2880. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics, and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
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